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Welcome to Central! 

 

Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America and the Oregon Synod, is a Reconciling in Christ community: We 

affirm that Christ has made us one body with many members, all sharing in 

God's wondrous grace and unconditional love. We celebrate both the human 

variation and inclusive unity of God's family. Following Jesus' example, we 

embrace all of God's people regardless of ethnicity, physical and mental 

abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or economic 

circumstance. With welcoming hearts, we invite you to join us in worship, 

fellowship, and ministry.  
 

Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one 

another, nurturing faithful living, serving those in need, and sharing the 

Gospel. 
 

Conscientious of our community’s holistic health as the pandemic persists, we 

are returning to as many of our Advent and Christmas traditions as we are 

safely and responsibly able. We invite you to participate in the liturgy and 

sing along with the carols while remaining masked (ages 2 and up). For those 

worshiping with us in person, the Eucharist will be celebrated at both the 

8:30am and 11am worship services. For those unable to be with us in person, 

the 8:30am service will continue to be streamed, while the 11am service can 

be accessed via Zoom. (More information and access to the links can be found 

online at: connecttocentral.org.) 
     

Parents of young children: We welcome the sound of little ones making a 

joyful noise in worship and so we encourage children and parents to worship 

together. If it is helpful to you, you are additionally welcome to utilize the 

children’s space located adjacent to the Narthex (entrance) to the Sanctuary.  
 

Large print bulletins as well as hearing assistance receivers are 

available. Also, if your personal hearing device has a T-Coil there are 

Hearing Loops in the Sanctuary and Parish Hall.  

http://www.connecttocentral.org/
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PRELUDE   O Emmanuel                               Cecelia McDowall 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                The Carillon 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination 
 

Most Merciful God,   

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for 

his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

God gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH  

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath,  

rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes  

with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace and prepare our 

hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose 

coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen. (The first candle is lit.) 
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CAROL #436 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying   (please stand) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Christ, and come. By your merciful 

protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and 

redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON        Jeremiah 33:14-16                
14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I 

made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that 

time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall 

execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be 

saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will 

be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”  

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM The Crown of Roses        Tchaikovsky Cantors 

 

SECOND LESSON      1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel 

before our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that 

we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

 11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 

you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 

another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so 

strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God 

and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA   (please stand) 

 
 

ASSISTING MINISTER:  Stand up and | raise your heads—* your 

redemption is | drawing near. Assembly repeats Antiphon. 

 

GOSPEL   Luke 21:25-36 

The Gospel according to Luke, the 21st chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.  

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on 

the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 

waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 

world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the 

Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these 

things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 

redemption is drawing near.” 29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig 

tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves 

and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  34“Be on guard so that 

your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 

worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. 

For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at 

all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that 

will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                              Vicar Ben Nickodemus 
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CAROL #247 Come Now, O Prince of Peace (please stand) 
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NICENE CREED 

     With the whole church, let us confess our Christian faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   He will come 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. (please be seated) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

PEACE   

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.   

 

ANTHEM Advent Carol       Purvis Cantors 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts 

and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us 

as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and  

our peace. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and ever-living God. You 

comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 

you will also make all things new in the day when he comes again to 

judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:     
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SANCTUS 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Let us pray together the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us: Our Father, who 

art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.    
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the 

Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and 

grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION   (please stand)           

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace  

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL CAROL       Blessed Be the God  

  
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God.  

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY  Lift Up Your Heads, O Ye Gates        Hudson  
    

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg 

Fortress, reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special permission 

to live-stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License.   

 

Next week’s readings are: 

Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 

 

Thank you for your generous gifts of time, talents, and treasures to 

support the mission and ministry of Central.  
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Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule at Central 
All services open for in-person attendance (masks required for age 2 and older) 

Services denoted with an asterisk (*) will also be live-streamed 
 

Advent Worship and Holy Communion on Sundays at 8:30am* & 11am  

(Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, & 19) 
 

Holden Evening Prayer on Tuesdays at 7pm  

(Nov. 30, Dec. 7, & Dec. 14) 
 

Advent Mid-week Worship w/Communion on Wednesdays at 12:30pm 

(Dec. 1, Dec. 8, & Dec. 15) 
 

Advent Lessons & Carols on Sunday, December 5 at 4:30pm* 
 

Blue Christmas Service on Tuesday, December 21 at 7pm 
 

Christmas Eve Manger Service at 4:30pm* 

Christmas Eve Festival Worship at 9:30pm* 
 

The Second Day of Christmas on Sunday, Dec. 26 at 10am* and  

The Ninth Day of Christmas on Sunday, Jan. 2 at 10am*  
(please note the time change and only one service) 

 

 



Central Lutheran Staff   

Pastor Laurie A Jones 

pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org 

church phone: 541-345-0395 x303 

mobile: 206-354-6756 

 

 Vicar Ben Nickodemus 

 Pastoral Intern 

vicarben@welcometocentral.org   

 

Deacon Clare Josef-Maier, 

Minister to Christus House & 

Young Adults 

sisterclare@welcometocentral.org 
 

   Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook  

  Organist/Choirmaster 

  aesc@welcometocentral.org  
 

Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers,      

Associate Organist/Children’s Music 

lindsey.henriksen@gmail.com 

 

Sally Diehm, Parish Nurse 

sally@welcometocentral.org.  

 

   Kristi Hoiland, Parish Administrator 

info@welcometocentral.org  

 

Cindy Culpepper, Financial Manager 

cindy@welcometocentral.org 

 

Crystal Miller, Children, Youth & Family 

Ministry Coordinator for Central, 

Emmaus, and United (CUE) 

crystal@unitedlutheran.org 

 

Thomas Stine, Video & Tech Support 

 

Church Council Members 
Larry Sutton (President) 

larry_sutton45@yahoo.com 

 

Sheri Pyron (Vice President)  

sheripyron@gmail.com   

 

Jack Bennett (Secretary) 

jbennett@uoregon.edu  

 

Charlotte Bontrager (Treasurer) 

charlotte.bontrager@gmail.com 

 

Jean Clancey 

clanceyhome@pacinfo.com 

 

Matt Haugen  

matthewhaugen65@gmail.com  

 

Chris Henry  

chris.c.henry@comcast.net 

 

Jill Liedtke  

jill.liedtke@gmail.com 

 

Dennis Lindsay  

lindsay8627@comcast.net 
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