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Central Lutheran Church 
The Third Sunday of Lent 

               via Zoom   
                                 March 7, 2021 
   



WELCOME   

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination 

Most Merciful God,   
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and 
for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in 
Jesus Christ God gives the power to become the children of God and 
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

GREETING              
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live 
faithfully and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of 
grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FIRST READING   Exodus 20:1-17 
1God spoke all these words: 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no 
other gods before me. 4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether 
in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down 
to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, 
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the 
Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his 
name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall 
labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the 
Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident 
in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord 
blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 12Honor your father and your 
mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God 
is giving you. 13You shall not murder. 14You shall not commit adultery. 
15You shall not steal. 16You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor. 17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or 
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anything that belongs to your neighbor. The word of life. Thanks be to 
God. 
   
SECOND READING   1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I 
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning 
I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength.  
The word of life. Thanks be to God. 

LENTEN ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL   John 2:13-22  
The Gospel according to John, the 2nd chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.  
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the 
money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he 
drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 
poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 
16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of 
here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 
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18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing 
this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 
21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                                     Pastor Laurie A. Jones  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION              
During the prayers there will be an invitation for you to add your own 
petitions when the Leader says, “For whom, or what else, do the people 
pray.”   
    
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray together the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION    
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
his grace. Amen.  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body 
for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our 
lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

BENEDICTION            
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace  
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 

You are invited to stay for a brief time to check in with others as we 
share in a “virtual coffee chat” together.    

The readings for next week are:  
Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 
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Created for Community:  
A Midweek Lenten Series  

Central, United, & Emmaus Lutheran Churches 

Each Wednesday during Lent a pre-recorded worship service will be 
available by noon on our church’s website. We encourage you to worship 
with us as part of your Lenten discipline. To access the weekly podcast, click 
here (connecttocentral.org). In addition, you are invited to join Vicar Ben at 
our 11am Wednesday Bible Study via Zoom where these themes will be 
explored through the lens of Paul’s letter to the Galatians. To receive the 
zoom link directly to your inbox click here or email 
vicarben@welcometocentral.org.   

Recording 
Available by noon 

Theme Preacher

Available as  
archived podcast

In community with 
creation

Pastor Eric Dull 
United Lutheran 

Available as  
archived podcast

In community with  
all the saints

Vicar Ben Nickodemus 
Central Lutheran

March 10 In community with  
our neighbors

Pastor Rachel Langford 
Emmaus Lutheran

March 17 In community with  
those on the margins

Dr. Andrew Langford 
Emmaus Lutheran

March 24 In community with  
Christ

Pastor Laurie Jones 
Central Lutheran
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https://www.connecttocentral.org/
mailto:vicarben@welcometocentral.org?subject=Send%2520me%2520the%2520Zoom%2520Link%2520for%2520Wednesday's%2520Bible%2520Study
https://www.connecttocentral.org/lent2021
https://www.connecttocentral.org/lent2021


Central Lutheran Church 
1857 Potter Street Eugene OR 97403 

541-345-0395 
www.connecttocentral.org or www.welcometocentral.org  

Central’s Staff 

Pastor Laurie A. Jones pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org 
541-345-0395 (church) 206-354-6756 (cell) 

Pastoral Intern  
Vicar Ben Nickodemus vicarben@welcometocentral.org 

Christus House & Campus Ministry  
Sister Clare Josef-Maier sisterclare@welcometocentral.org 

Parish Nurse  
Sally Diehm sally@welcometocentral.org 

Children, Youth & Family Ministry--Central, United, & Emmaus (CUE)  
Crystal Miller fr.cmiller@gmail.com 

Organist/Choirmaster 
A. ElRay Stewart-Cook aesc@welcometocentral.org 

Associate Organist/Children’s Choir Director 
Lindsey H. Rodgers lindsey.henriksen@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  
Kristi Hoiland info@welcometocentral.org    

Financial Manager  
Cindy Culpepper cindy@welcometocentral.org 
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