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GATHERING 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

GATHERING RESPONSES (From the Iona Abbey Worship Book)  
Creator Spirit, wellspring of our lives, the refreshing rain falls on the just and 
unjust alike  
Refresh us with your mercy, who knows our own injustice.  
As the stream flows steadily on, defying all the odds of stone and water 
Flow over every boundary and border that separates us from each other.  
As the waters of our baptism washed us and welcomed us 
Renew us now in newness of life and unity of love.  
As we were once held in the waters of our mother’s womb 
Hold us in the power and peace of your abiding presence. 

PSALM OF LAMENT: Psalm 102:1-4, 25-28  
Let us pray together: 
Hear my prayer, O LORD; 
    let my cry come to you. 
2 Do not hide your face from me 
    in the day of my distress. 
Incline your ear to me; 
    answer me speedily in the day when I call. 
3 For my days pass away like smoke, 
    and my bones burn like a furnace. 
4 My heart is stricken and withered like grass; 
    I am too wasted to eat my bread. 
Long ago you laid the foundation of the earth, 
    and the heavens are the work of your hands. 
26 They will perish, but you endure; 
    they will all wear out like a garment. 
You change them like clothing, and they pass away; 
27  but you are the same, and your years have no end. 
28 The children of your servants shall live secure; 
    their offspring shall be established in your presence 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (From the Finnish Messu) 
Almighty God,  
You forgive our sins for Jesus’ sake, 
And we bring our thanks to you. 
Help us to depend on your grace in our life. Amen. 

WORD 

REFLECTIVE READING 
[Sallie McFague (1933–2019) was a renowned scholar in the theological 
disciplines of ecology, economics, and feminist Christianity. In her book Blessed 
Are the Consumers, she calls consumerism “the most successful religion on the 
planet” with catastrophic results for humanity and our planet. However, she also 
suggests a way forward.] 

[McFague writes] I have been struck by. . . the rather shocking practice of self-
emptying, of what the Christian tradition has called “kenosis” [see Philippians 2:5–
8]. . . . I believe it suggests an ethic for our time, a time that is characterized by 
climate change and financial chaos. These two related crises are the result of 
excess, our insatiable appetites that are literally consuming the world. . . . We are 
living way beyond our means at all levels: our personal credit cards, the practices 
of the financial lending institutions, and the planet’s resources that support all of 
us. 

Could the crazy notion of self-emptying, a notion found in different forms in many 
religious traditions, be a clue to what is wrong with our way of being in the world 
as well as a suggestion of how we might live differently?  

As Fr. Richard Rohr mentioned in Wednesday’s meditation, when money controls 
every aspect of our lives, it is extremely difficult to find our moral compass. That’s 
why the practices of simplicity, solidarity, and community that are embodied by 
people such as Quaker John Woolman (1720‒1772) are so important. They show 
us that it is possible to live an alternative to the dominant culture.  

McFague continues: I am thinking of John Woolman, an eighteenth-century 
American Quaker who had a successful retail business and gave it up because he 
felt it kept him from clearly seeing something that disturbed him: slavery. He came 
to see how money stood in the way of clear perception of injustice: people who had 
a lot of property and land needed slaves to maintain them (or so these folks 
reasoned). He saw the same problem with his own reasoning. . . whenever he 



looked at an injustice in the world he always saw it through his own eye, his own 
situation and benefit. . . . Once he reduced his own level of prosperity, he could see 
the clear links between riches and oppression. He wrote: “Every degree of luxury 
has some connection with evil.” Reduction of his lifestyle gave him insight into the 
difference between “needs” and “wants,” something our insatiable consumer 
culture has made it almost impossible to recognize. . . . 

To empty the self is not an act of denial, but of fulfillment, for it creates space for 
God to fill one’s being. We are satisfied by nothing less than God; our deepest 
desire is to be one with God, even as Jesus was. Made in the image of God, our 
destiny is to become one with God, so that we too can say, not my will but God’s 
be done. This is not a loss, but again, the greatest gain. 

GOSPEL READING: Mark 10: 17-31 
17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and 
asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 18Jesus said to 
him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the 
commandments: 'You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall 
not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father 
and mother.' " 20He said to him, "Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth." 
21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, "You lack one thing; go, sell what you 
own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then 
come, follow me." 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, 
for he had many possessions. 
  23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it will be for 
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" 24And the disciples were 
perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how hard it is to 
enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." 26They were 
greatly astounded and said to one another, "Then who can be saved?" 27Jesus 
looked at them and said, "For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all 
things are possible." 
  28Peter began to say to him, "Look, we have left everything and followed you." 
29Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the 
good news, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers 
and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to 
come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first." 

HOMILY 



HYMN OF THE DAY (Gather Us In) 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from the Iona Abbey Worship Book) 
Let us join together in affirming our faith:  
We believe that God is present 
in the darkness before dawn;  
in the waiting and uncertainty 
where fear and courage join hands, 
conflict and caring link arms, 
and the sun rises over barbed wire. 
We believe in a with-us God 
who sits down in our midst 
to share our humanity. 
We affirm a faith 
that takes us beyond the safe place:  
into action, into vulnerability 
and into the streets. 
We commit ourselves to work for change 
and put ourselves on the line;  
to bear responsibility, take risks, 
live powerfully and face humiliation; 
to stand with those on the edge; 
to choose life 
and be used by the Spirit 
for God’s new community of hope. 
Amen. 

PRAYER 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go 
forth with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is 
leading us and your love supporting us. We offer up our prayers for the needs of 
those known to us who suffer in mind, body, or spirit as well as our prayers of 
thanksgiving.  

For what needs do the people pray and for what do the people give thanks: 

Intercessions and thanksgivings offered by the assembly 



Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, spoken aloud 
or held silently in our hearts, and we pray for those who suffer in silence, in secret, 
or in shame, trusting in your mercy; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Let us pray together the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

SENDING 

BENEDICTION (Adapted from the Halverson Benediction) 
You go nowhere by accident. Wherever you go, God is sending you. Wherever you 
are, God is with you. God creates a purpose in your being there. Christ, who dwells 
in you, works through you where you are. Trust this and go in the Spirit's grace 
with love and power. 

SENDING RESPONSES (From the Iona Abbey Worship Book) 
A blessing on you who are poor,  
Yours is the kingdom of God. 
A blessing on you who mourn,  
You shall be comforted. 
A blessing on you who hunger for justice,  
You shall be satisfied. 
A blessing on you who make peace,  
You shall be called children of God. 
A blessing on you who are persecuted for the cause of right 
Yours is the kingdom of heaven. 
Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.  


