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Central Lutheran Church 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

via Zoom 
January 24, 2021 



WELCOME   

OPENING RESPONSES 
We gather here in your presence, God, 
   In our need, and bringing with us the needs of the world. 
We come to you, and you come to us in Jesus;  
   You know by experience what human life is like.  
We come with our faith and with our doubts;  
   We come with our hopes and with our fears, 
We come as we are, because you invite us to come;  
   And you have promised never to turn us away.  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM   
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock  
who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy  
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.   

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which  
you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and 
his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as your beloved children, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise  
you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and  
renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.  

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
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GREETING       
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.   

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your 
service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

FIRST READING    Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go 
to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell 
you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of 
the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk 
across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried 
out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the 
people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, 
great and small, put on sackcloth.  10When God saw what they did, how 
they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the 
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
The word of life. Thanks be to God. 
   
SECOND READING   1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, 
let even those who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those 
who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as 
though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had 
no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had 
no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.  
The word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL    Mark 1:14-20  
The Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.  
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 
good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 16As Jesus 
passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to 
them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And 
immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little 
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in 
their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left 
their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                                    Vicar Ben Nickodemus 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us. Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   
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COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS AND DISTRIBUTION   

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
his grace. Amen.  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the  
wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus  
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

CLOSING RESPONSES & DISMISSAL 
Look at your hands, see the touch and the tenderness 
   God’s own for the world. 
Look at your feet, see the path and the direction, 
   God’s own for the world.  
Look at your heart, see the fire and the love, 
   God’s own for the world.  
Look at the cross, see God’s Son and our Savior, 
   God’s own for the world.  

This is God’s world, and we will serve God in it.  
Thanks be to God.  

You are invited to stay online with us for a “virtual coffee hour,” as we take 
a few minutes to check in with one another.   

Important Reminder: next Sunday—January 31st at noon—is our 
Congregational Annual Meeting via Zoom. The annual meeting for 
Central Lutheran Foundation will immediately follow. You can access the 
link by clicking here. Passcode is 649299. 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86407041428?pwd=dDA3U2lINnZvSmlUaE8ycmQ2RFZGQT09


The readings for next week are: 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; I Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

Thank you for your ongoing financial commitment in support of Central’s 
mission and ministry and for the many ways you carry out that mission in 
the world. 
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Central Lutheran Church 
1857 Potter Street Eugene OR 97403 

541-345-0395 
www.welcometocentral.org or www.connecttocentral.org 

Central’s Staff 

Pastor Laurie A. Jones pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org 
541-345-0395 (church) 206-354-6756 (cell) 

Pastoral Intern  
Vicar Ben Nickodemus vicarben@welcometocentral.org 

Christus House & Campus Ministry  
Sister Clare Josef-Maier sisterclare@welcometocentral.org 

Parish Nurse  
Sally Diehm sally@welcometocentral.org 

Children, Youth & Family Ministry--Central, United, & Emmaus (CUE)  
Crystal Miller fr.cmiller@gmail.com 

Organist/Choirmaster 
A. ElRay Stewart-Cook aesc@welcometocentral.org 

Associate Organist/Children’s Choir Director 
Lindsey H. Rodgers lindsey.hendricksen@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  
Kristi Hoiland info@welcometocentral.org    

Financial Manager  
Cindy Culpepper cindy@welcometocentral.org
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