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Stir up your power and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us 

in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an 

apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus 

describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire 

and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the 

suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens 

and come. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                     The Carillon 
 

PRELUDE     Es ist ein Ros‘ (Lo, How a Rose Is Blooming)             Brahms   
 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                         

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 

we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 

of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination 
. 

Most Merciful God,   

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained ministry of the 

church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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CAROL   #244  Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (sung by cantors) 
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GREETING              

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.   

 

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Blessed are you, God of our salvation; you promised to raise up a righteous 

branch, One who would bring justice and righteousness to the land, so that we 

might live in safety. As this candle is lit, kindle in us the fire of your justice and 

righteousness, and make us blameless before you at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ with all the saints; let your face shine on us and bless us that we 

may be saved. Amen. (The first candle is lit.) 

 

KYRIE   (sung by cantors)  

The Canticle of Praise is omitted during the season of Advent until we join the 

angels in singing “Glory to God in the Highest” for Christmas. 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 

protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us 

blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING    Isaiah 64:1-9 
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains 

would quake at your presence—2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire 

causes water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the 

nations might tremble at your presence! 3When you did awesome deeds that we 

did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 4From 

ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 

besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 5You meet those who 

gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, 

and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 6We have all become 
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like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is 

no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have 

hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
8Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

we are all the work of your hand. 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 

and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

ANTHEM     Jesus Christ, the Apple Tree Poston 

 

SECOND READING    1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 

been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in 

him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ 

has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any 

spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will 

also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship 

of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung by cantors)   

Alleluia; Repeat Antiphon following the verse. 

 
 

GOSPEL   Mark 13:24-37 

The Gospel according to Mark, the 13th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.  

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26Then they will see ‘the Son of 
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Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the 

angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven.  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 

becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So 

also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the 

very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 

things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

not pass away. 32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels 

in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not 

know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he 

leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands 

the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 

know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, 

or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes 

suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON                                                                    Sister Clare Josef-Maier 

 

CAROL OF THE DAY #240 Light One Candle (sung by cantors)
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

With the whole church, let us profess our Christian faith: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.   

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
 

ANTHEM    Creator of the Stars of Night  Cantors  
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  (sung by cantors) 

 



 8 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 

you will also make all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the 

world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name: 

 

SANCTUS   (sung by cantors) 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray together the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen.   
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS AND DISTRIBUTION  
 

“The body of Christ, given for you.” Take and eat. 

“The blood of Christ, shed for you.” Take and drink.  

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

his grace. Amen.  

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God, that you have refreshed us  

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy  

you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent  

love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
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CAROL #436  Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying (sung by cantors) 
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BENEDICTION            

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen.  

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY  Finale from First Organ Symphony Vierne 
 

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg Fortress, 

reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special permission to live-

stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License.   

 

Today’s Worship Leaders 

Presider: Pastor Laurie A. Jones 

Preacher: Sister Clare Josef-Maier 

Organist/Choirmaster: Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook  

Associate Organist: Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers 

Vocalists: Bethany Battafrano, Naomi Castro, Alyse Jamieson, Sarah Brauer 

Blake Balmeseda, Dylan Bunten, David Gustafson, John Shields 

Door Monitors: Meg Hicks and Janice Stine 

Tech Support: Thomas Stine and Ted Hicks 

Webmaster: Chuck Dietz 

 

The readings for next week are: 

Isaiah 40:1-11, Psalm 85, 2 Peter 3:8-15a, Mark 1:1-8 

 

Thank you for your generous support for the ongoing Mission and 

Ministry of Central Lutheran Church.  

 

 

 

 


